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British Armr-Oiit! 


IS IT a^cctdent Or good or 

simple irony that the hunger strLKo 
Id &el&nd is coming to crisis point 
just before Christmaa, 

If it te deliberate timing, then we 
must assume ttfltthe IRA are cont¬ 
ent to ap|£al only^thetr own relig¬ 
ious community^ for there Is not 
the sHghteet doubt tl^t the English 
- upper, middle and woriittig class 
“ will contfnue to feed (heir faces 
to the best of thetr economic cap&C'» 
tty and won't give a damn about how 
many Irish starve themselves to 
deaths 

Although British troops are con¬ 
cerned in this imperialist exercise 
In Northern Ireland, Lt must be re¬ 
membered that so far there Is no 
conscription in this country, so 
nobody is in the army against hia or 
her will; every English casuallty is 
a irofeesLoral who went In with his 
eyes open and accepted the risks and 
hazards of his chosen job* 

’Chosen job', of course* is a 
simplistic term for an occuistlon 
accepted when there was precious 
^ttle other choice, but the work 
ethic and the alieiiAtlon bred by cap¬ 
italism - plus, perhaps* ^renfel 
tradition - mane a well-^aid job as 
a soldier (and today they are we 11- 
Id) quite an attractive p-oposition 
an ignorant youth. Our education 
system takes care of the ignorance. 

Being a professional means that 
he has sold himself to the state. 

And It Is quite impossible after 10 
years of struggle In Northern Ire¬ 
land - and this Is only the current 
wave of struggle* forgetting the 
three hundred years of bitterneas 
preceding it - (^5 believe any other 
than that the ^esent sltuatton suits 
the British state very well thank you. 

WhyT Because the state has to 
malntatn an army, the first, but 
uiadverttsed function of which is to 
defend the state against Its own 
people. Outside enemies are always 
useful - as tong as the da mage thev 


can do is not too great - to provide 
the iustificatloii for the army. But 
basically the army is an extension 
of the police - to maintain the stetus 
quo. Whoever heard of the police 
bringing off a coup d 'etat. It’s when 
(he army changes over that the state 
is vulnerable* indeed* defenceless. 

Having to malniatn an army* IJien 
- what is the British state, at the 
present time* to do with It? Having 
lost all the old Imperial regions 
where the army could keep Itself In 
trim* winning glory to enhance Its 
reputation at home* it is forced boick 
on Its own doorstep. No more North 
West Prontler; no more Zulu wars; 
even* no more Sommes or Water- 
loos. 

With conventional wars now out¬ 
dated by the immenslly of nuclear 
conflict* and with modern technol¬ 
ogy making traditional capitalist 
divisions in society more and more 
nonsensical* with, in fact, the aims 
□f our social revolution more real¬ 
isable “ what is to be the function 
of the ar my ? 

We suggest: more intrinsic t o 
ea pi (a list class society. While a 
handful of technicians with fingers 

on (muttons can take care of the inter¬ 
continental threa(:s - which are all 
more for internal consumption any¬ 
way* for it's the wolf at the door 
that brings the sheep to heel - it takes 
the gun on the slxeet to keep the 
people indoors* where the media 
brainwash them. 

We have discussed in these col¬ 
umns before the militarisation of the 
police. We inuet not forget the 'poHc- 
iflcatton'* If there is such a word - 
and there Is now - of the military. 

The confllctfi of the 21st century 
are going to be internal conflicts, 
Stetes and super states will come to 
terms. Zones of inllusnce will be - 
are already* surely - agreed upon. 
The internal affairs of other tyrann¬ 
ies must be left alone . Think now of 
Poland* Hungary, Chile* South Korea 


and ,,, Ireland, 

The offictal IRA was allegedly 
Marxist, sympathetic to communlsin* 
but there was no hint that Russia 
would support any action. The supp¬ 
ort for the Provlsloifils has co^me 
more from Irish Catholics in America 
- not playing internaUoi^l politics* 
hut dred^ng up natlouallstic and 
religious memortes of the dominating* 
hateful class at home. 

The trish had better* therefore* 
reconcile themseIves to the fact that 
there will be no support from the 
British people - exploited as they 
are by the same ruling class - until 
they face the reixesston of that ruling 
class by the same methods that are 
already employed In Northern Ireland. 
That unhappy 'province’ - forgive us 
that word - is not only at the sharp 
end of the economic depression which 
Is hitting us all to some degree or 
o^r. 

It is* more Imporiantly* providing 
th^p-actioe ground for the army. 

Every soldier Ih the British army ts 

getting practice in what are called 
’Low Intensity Operations'* which 
means not experience in a battlefield 
In the old sense of the word; no milit¬ 
ary barrages and then over the top 
in a rnass bayonet charge at similar 
masses of cannon fodder, but the day- 
to-day Biirvetltenoe and muted brutal¬ 
ity of a mlUtary-poIicing operation 
geared to keeping down a clvtUan 
population. 

To this extent, being cynical* 
the Irish mllliants are providing a 
very useful service for the British, 

If they didn't have an Ireland* what 
would they do? 

It is on tt« tfisis of this realisat¬ 
ion that anarchlabs should <arry on 
the struggle over here. Having re¬ 
jected* never having considered* 
English mtloielism* we can hardly 
be expected to get enthusiastic about 
Irish* Welsh* ScotHsh* Africaner 
even Polish n^tiotnatism. To hell 

Continued an page 2 








9 FREEDOM 


'wtCh a.U tiiat! What matters ta th? 
freedom of self-deter miiatlon of 
gereons everywhere and, having 
^Ld that, we imiat realiee the com¬ 
mon struggle of [£reons everywhere 
If that is to be achieved* 

What the frish - divided a mong 
themselvee moat [Alnfiilly as they 


are - will do with their self-deter¬ 
mination is their affair* CXir business 
is to see clearly that they are being 
used by our oppressors to perfect 
their tecEiJques for oppressing ua* 
Weapons are being honed in Er^ 
land, ready for uae a^inst the Eng¬ 
lish working class* It is In our sell 


Interest for this to he stepped, qullp 
apart from principles or concepts 
of soltdarity. 

We might not have seen this qult^ 
so clearly ten years ago (see FHEB- 
DOM, 20 March 1071) hut the call 
we made then is still the r^t call 
now: BRITISH ARMY - OUT! 


Prisoners Pditical? 


BELFAST Anarchist Collective 'e 
open letter to FREEDOM, published 
In its last issue, exireseed anger 
and desralr' at the line iaken by the 
editors on poUUca] stehis for the 
H-blocK hunger strikers in the h&ze 
and in Armagh, 

ft Is clear from wtot they write 
that BAC Is more angry with the 
lack of response of British aiarch- 
lets to the repression in Northern 
Iretend In general than it Is about 
FREEDQM^a views on poMBcal 
stetus. However, we feel the quest¬ 
ion of status is o.ne that must not be 
evaded and liiat, at the risk of repet¬ 
ition, our views may require a little 
further elucidation. 

What, then, does special status 
mean?As fS.r as we can tell, it meane 
a manner of self-organisation within 
the prison, or camp, whereby the 
Inirfites are able to associate togete- 
er, arrange their own daily routine, 
wear whatever clothes they want, 
and are responsible to thetr own 
delegates or leaders, thus having 
Only indirect content with the prison 
authorities. 

Once Such a mOde of organisation 
becomes general, it evidently ceases 
to be special, and to join or eTtpress 
unconditional solidarity for the 
awarding of special states, rather 
than to advocate sell-management 
as a general rule, seems to us te be 
a nonsense In aiarchist terms. 

The argument that the IRA jxrison- 
era in Northern Ireland constitete a 
special grojp and should be treated 
as such, is not a siroi^ one. Much 
is made of the special discri mi ration 
meted out to them by the Diplock 
courts, but even these are not so 
constitoted that they make the people 
who appear before them more spec¬ 
ial than a majority of defendants 
appearing in cotirte throughout the 
world, (•) 

On this tasis other repressive 
factors are of equal validity to the 
argument for special states - for 
instance solitary confinement as a 
means of destruction of the person" 
aHty (as in West Germatiy) or detent" 
lon without trial for years at a time 

in Italy), and so on. Yet it is 


worth noting tltet there have been 
divisions wtthln the Red Army Fract¬ 
ion and the 2 June Movement In Ger¬ 
many, some maintaining, Uke the 
Irish republicans, that they should 
be treated as prisoners of war, 
others refusing the concept, or at 
least refusing to divorce themselves 
from Ihe situation of the mass Of 
prisoners, 

likewise in Italy, there are frls- 
oners of the Red Brigades who cMm 
polttcal status as soon as they are 
arrested, white others - many aut¬ 
onomists, for instance - slate that 
' they will not claim such slates. 

It is simply not good enough for 
BAG to tell us, when we state that 
wherever tn the wc^ld we look we 
can find reasons for giving Tiison- 
ers political states, ^Tbu don't have 
to look far] Our point is this. 
Firstly, Inevitable confusions would 
arise from a decision by anarchists 
to champion one lot of a oners 
as 'special' against another who, 
white equally not want 

different status. Secondly, support 
for a special status campaign would 
lead to the untenable situation 
whereby ararchiste would find 
themselves sltttug in judgement on 
who may legitimately be considered 
special, and who merely common. 
They would find the boundary bet¬ 
ween the two shifting inexorably 
backwards. They would increasingly 
find that there can be no clear diff¬ 
erentiation between them. And this 
is because of the way aiarchists 
have always seen the world - as a 
zone of war not between a number 
of power groups or aspiring power 
grou|fi, hut between ^opte and 
steles. 

Thus, for instance, once fciarch- 
ists supported special status for the 
Irish republicans (and the Ulster 
unionists?) there would be no reason 
not to support a simitar demand, 
should it be made, lor Tarten Army 
prisorers or Welsh natlomlists; 
and after that, why not for Astana 
or btecks imirlaoned hy magistrates’ 
courts after race riots or on 'sus 
or for women imprisoned by im Je 
judges for killing a man in sheer 


self-defence or desperation?And 
so on, Is the war for a united Irs- 
land more important than the war 
against i^triarchy or racism ?Iie 
conscious political motive for an 
act more cmciai to the argument 
than unconscicus Or semi-conscious 
rebemon against re [ression. In 
whatever form? Is l^amqr over a 
large mlfiority In K, Ireland some¬ 
how worse than tyranTiy over a 
smaller group or single individual 
in any country ?lf so, hOw can it he 
quantified? How can we judge? 

Manifestly such considerations do 
not mean that there are not irany 
ways in which aFSrchists can exiress 
solidarity - and actively - with the 
hunger-striking prisoners in Irebrki, 
Anarchists shou^ iress the govern¬ 
ment to drop all pucdtivc measures 
against the prisoners and to aboUsh 
the Diplock system; in wider ter ms, 
they should spread information about 
what is going on in Irelaiid, as BAC 
request. At the Oxford meetlpg earl¬ 
ier this year, the holding of an aifir- 
chist conference on Ireland was sugg¬ 
ested and we hope this i^n take place 
In I9S1 and that it will signal a real 
advance in our understendlng of the 
elteation and ability to do something 
about it. 

What, however, we refuse to do Is 
to put our very ai&rchlsm in jeOfBrdy 
by lagging along behind the left, and 
Joining in the clamour for an essent¬ 
ially elitiet slogan. The a car chist 
response to the demand for special 
slates is the demand for aelfs-ar^nnB 
Isation for all who wish it, incluidtog 
the rcpibUcan prisoners. II the 
latter will not sec and accept the 
justice of Such a demand, teen so 
be it, EES 

(•") BAG were particularly upset 
ai^t the reference to Tmglstratss* 
courts. But they did not read care¬ 
fully enough. We wrote that 'In Che 

final an&lyslB, ,, there IS not such a 
bdg difference” and we stick to this. 
What we meant was not a comfaris- 
on in terms of severity or brutality, 
but a reference to the fact that an 
courts of tew are ctess-hased and 
teat injui^tice u built into teem. 










FREEDOM 


AN6RT BRIGADE II 


TTilfi COmmuTdciue was aent to 
FREEDOM by the Angry Brigade If* 
A LmOst 1*^ N TrtSA^S Wve fftssed 
Btnce the political ettuatlDn in the 
UK called for the type of direct 
action as ]i*acllsed by the Angry 
Brigade, The ’wheel has turned full 
circle and ’we are obliged^ once 
again, to pre|fire to defend our- 
selvee against the pro^^ocaticns of a 
virulently anti-working clae^ state 
and its muLttnatforfil nrantpulatere. 
Such as the Steering CommlttEe of 
the Bilderberg Group and the Tri¬ 
lateral Commission» 

Since the Thatcher government 
came to power, ’we have seen a 
rapid increase in the power of the 
repressive organs of the state, 
with a correspondingly obsessive 
and tJiranoid emphasis on perfectiiig 
Its machinery for ^counter-Bubver' 
Sion' and ^la’w and order', political 
euphemisms for the controland 
eh ml nation of all real, potential 
and imaginary diaaldenta* The tri' 
creased ex|£ndlfure on poUce, 
prisons and army, the consent 
surveillance of trade unionists, 
harassment of investigattve iourral- 
ists, whistleblowers, environmental, 
ecological and community activista, 
the extended deployment of the SAS 
In Northern Ireland with their ass- 
asslrfitfons of outspoken socialists 
such as Miriam Daly and, probably, 
Noel little apd Ronnie Bunting, 
the overt terrorising arid IntimitEit- 
ton of anyone remotely connected 
with the struggle In Northern Ire¬ 
land, the e missis on population 
control in police training and the 
Increased number of armed police 
F&trolUng the streets of Britain, 
the new pictet laws, etc; all these 
things indicate that the comaenaue in 
British politics is rapidly becoming a 
thing of the past^ 

This growth in state security is 
necessitated by the political and 
economlc poHdes of the Thatcher 
government and its supporters. 


They kniw only too well that the 
economic situation is unHkely to 
improve without a reversal of their 
pottcles. This, in turn, la going to 
lead to large-scale social unrest* 
There are no wortable economic 
remedies available to them within 
the monetarist Ideology with which 
they are obsessed, Ureemployment 
will rise steeply, Inflation will 
worsen, more factories and business¬ 
es will close down or go bankrupt, 
a(p.thy and tension will pervade soc¬ 
ial re la tionshtps, the trade union 
leadership wtU be unable to restrain 
the rank and file, people will get 
angrier and more frustrated, and 
stronger and more desperate forms 
of control will have to be Imposed 
as the system starts to fall, go hope¬ 
lessly out of control, and flrdlly 
collapse alltogether* 

Why now arel not before^The late 
sixties saw a similar period of 
strident anti-working class hysteria 
and legislation which led up to the 
infamous and unsuccessful attempt 
to control organised; labour through 
the Industrial Relations Bill, This 
led to the downfall of the Heath gov¬ 
ernment, Having failed to break the 
labour movement through the courts, 
the TOtIcb have now turned to a 
more oblique approach? a delibe^te 
policy of mass unemployment^ No 

doubt the Thatcher clique will be 
strengthened tn tbelr resolve with 
the election of Reagan, and begin 
to Intensify their pDllciea with each 
concession i™de to them. 

We are no vanguard, nor do we 
ctatm to lead or represent anyone 
other than ourselves in our resist¬ 
ance to the arrogance of the ^esent 
government and the misery, Irust- 
ratlonand des^ir created by its 
selfish and inhuman policies * It is 
simply that’we as individuals are 
approaching the limits of our toler¬ 
ance, We flee ourselves as an exp¬ 
ression of the anger, resistance 
and hope created bv the impeding 


failure of this rapidly polarising 
society. 

In the i&st ten years we have op¬ 
erated mainly in France, Daly, 

Spain. Germany and North America, 
and have acquired new skills, exp¬ 
ertise, personnel, and access to 
tnJorrFatlon sources. The more 
recent actions of Action Dtrecte 
indicate the strategy and tectics we 
should employ. As before, there 
will be nO 'mindless terror', no 
deaths, no hl^cklngs^ nohostege- 
takli^ of innocent bystanders* We 
have nothing In common with the 
tactics or pollctefl of the Red Army 
Fraction, Red Brigades, PLO, or 
any other authoritarian group comm¬ 
itted to a struggle for power or con¬ 
trol of the state at the expense of the 
man and woman tn the sbreet. The 
social revolution will not be built on 
the corpses of the old rulers or their 
functtoiarles; It can only be built by 
people taking control of their own 
lives, asserting their Independence, 
their refection of the state, of power 
politics, of authorttertan lifestyles 
and the competitive values of con¬ 
sumerism forced On us from birth to 
death. 

In fighting these evils we also have 
positive aspirations. We wish for a 
self-maiaged society as the only 
possible basts on which we can butkl 
a more just, equltable and libertar¬ 
ian world for ourselves and our 
chlldren. The IncreaBed power of 
the state, the aggressive confrontat¬ 
ion policies of the Thatcher govern¬ 
ment, the breakdown of free collect¬ 
ive bar^ining and consensus in 
jBveryday life, the ever-increasing 
estrangement of people from the 
decision-makliig processes, etc,, 
indicate only One course of action. 

We must re^ct and resist this in¬ 
exorable erosion of our humanity 
and hopes with wtatever meanfl are 
available to us * 

WE KNOW WHAT WE ARE GOING 
TO DO ABOUT IT - DO YOU? 

- THE ANGRY BRIGADE E 
{I*R*S.M. ) 
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CHAPMAN 

WHO WOUliJ thought that one 
death could ap^rently unite some- 
thtug liKe three-quarters of the 
Western or Id In mindlesa adulatton 
of the vietinn? The last person to 
go even close to that was Robert 
Kennedy and before that It was his 
Mg brother. 

And yet John Lennon gets shot and 
abaolutely everyone goesapeflhU. 

OK, I admit. It u^et me when T 
heard about it hut wouldn't It be fun 
if the Dead Kennedy B did a song 
along tl^ lines of 'Ono, Ctepman, 
what have you dorie? ' 

The death of John Lennon has 
Resented us with the mOGt spectac¬ 
ular (sic) example yet of aljsorptlon 
of potest by the society of the spec¬ 
tacle, ae well as an opportunity for 
all the lefty rags to show how sim¬ 
itar they are to tt&t same society. 

Remember how. not a ll that long 
ago, the Beatles were 'shocitlng' 
and shock horror stories about them 
and their friends were all over the 
papers? Then they started getting 


GEHTHE 

About 35 people attended the 
Anarchist Centre meeting at the 
Conway Hall on 11 December. Ron- 
ac Bennett reputed that there were 
about E4000 in the kitty, about 
£3000 of which had come from the 
Crass/Poison Girls record, but 
that the money didn't seem to be 
com!tig In as fast as before, jrob’- 
ably because apparently noting is 
happening. 

I^einlses which nnight be suitable 
have been found in Farrlngdon Street 
(or was It Roadf) but as it Is a double 
property and the centre would only 
need half of It, It isn't certain 
whether the negotiations will be 
successful. 

There was a long discussion 
about the need to Involve as many 
people as possible In the centre, 
both to get It off the ground in the 
first place and to keep it going once 
It's opened. Two concrete sugi:est- 
lons came out of this. One, that 
everyone who Uvea In London should 
keep their eyes open for any proper¬ 
ty that might be suitable - ware¬ 
houses, derelict churches (I} etc 
- ring the relevant estate agent to 
see If It's still available, what the 
floor area and other facilities are 
wanted is a htall with at 
least 15, ODD square feet and a 


a bit pollttcal, so that became the 
'shock horror^and some of the 
music became 'alright in the right 
place L And then after the spilt 
nearly everything they^d done became 
^cuIturaT, and l^ul went nnainstream 
while John went more political, Then 
John went into hibernation while 
Itaul went more and more ntaln- 
Btream. There was nothing left to 
worry about John gets shot and all 
those ''wonderful* memories of 
Beatlemanta get revived (certain 
gongs excluded and 1970-1974 not 
talked about). And all this from the 
very same p'css who told ua that 
the Beatles were the end of western 
clvlllzatton as we know it. (If only.,.) 

In the meantime the Toft wing rags 
all claim him as a sympethtser, 

(even those who once tabelled rock 
music as deviationist etcetera) and 
quote his lyrics at us without 
menKonlng that Ms persoT^l fort - 
une amassed writing the said lyrics 
amounted lo something Hke £10D, 
000,000, and I for one have never 
heard of him doing much to give it 
to starving people In Kampuchea 
or even reducing the price of his 
records. And I've never met any¬ 
one personally who actually Is so 

couple of other rooms besides), and 
then, if it sounls hopeful, to ring 
Rottan (leave a message at Rising 
Free: 01-359^783) and give him 
all the details. 

The second, and in the short 
term jxobably the most hopeful, 
suggestion was that the Centro 
Iberico in Harrow Road should be 
app-oaohed wiiha view to mountli^ 

A narchlst Ce ntre meetings, gigs 
etc. there. The Idea was tl^tas 
there Is already a large building 
squatted by anarchists, It would be 
a good idea to make use of It, if we 
can, so that the Centre can be seen 
to be doing something real, rather 
than Just existing as a ^Ape dream 
in the heads of a few Utopians. There 
will be a meeUng early In the new 
year to report back cm the disc iss- 
lons with Centro Tberlco. In the 
meantime, keep your eyes peeled 
and watch this s^jice, 

V. 



ON Wednesday, 10 December 
Sheriff Black called at Kllner for 
a jre-arranged meeting to 'dis¬ 
cuss' the eviction. Ke was accom- 
l^nied by a policeman In a pin¬ 
stripe suit. Black lamed Monday, 

5 tanuary as the day he expects us 
airib leave. We remain ^reifired. 


S.H. 


rich that they buy their five year 
old son a real aeroptane with a 
real pilot and why are we treating 
these people as heroes? 

He wrote some great political 
songs but they are now part of the 
system (that Is, of course, assum¬ 
ing that they were ever anything 
different.) How else do we explain 
the An-erikkkan DJ who ptayed 
Imagine' and called tt'OTie of the 
few non-political songs on the al¬ 
bum'? 

In the meantime some poor guy 
who probably didn't have a clue 
what be was doing Is being called 
a 'lunatic' by all jflrties and all 
the world mourns the death of a 
hero, while howling for the blood 
of his killer and won't be satisfied 
until justice Is done and seen to 'be 
done, not to mention plenty of 
public mourning for good old John 
Lennon, everyone's favourite 
working class hero. 

Now, I wouldn't go so far as to 
say that Mark Chapiran was act¬ 
ually [taid by the ClA or anything, 
but there's nothing like false sense 
of security and unlly just before a 
war. 

DS 


THE 

PRINGE- 
A DENIAL 

We have not been given lo under¬ 
stand today that Prince Charles te 
not to wed Miss Gladys'BoggLns of 
Walworth. A non-communique from 
Buckingham Palace has specifically 
not conhrmed or denied that the 
Prince has been meeting Mtes 
Boggina in a railway siding near 
Stratford. (That'S Stratford-atte- 
Bow, not Stratford on Avon, where 
speculation is still not rife about 
the Prince not seeing the Hon Lady 
Hathaway-Shotley any more, though 
they saw a lot of each other during 
the beat wave during the cold spell 
last autumn, according to an unrel^ 
table source from the Palace.) 

A well-known Buck-House watcher 
from the Hippodrome, however, has 
let it be known in no uncertain terms 
that since white Protestant virgins 
are hard to find, it must not be 
assumed that a blank Catholic, or 
even a brown Hindu, would not 
necessaril y be quite unsuitable to 
be considered ad^r&ely, matri¬ 
mony-wise, in view of the undoubted 
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need; not to have an heir to the 
throne who U not exactly Jewish^ 
while acknowledging that it would 
cement relatione with an oil-producing 
^tate (or oU relatione with a cement- 
producing atate) to vaguely consider 
an alliance with a Muslim lady^ or 
even a Muslim gentlement, or even 
a musUn eunuch providing a proper 
ttate weeding could be mounted and 
Miss Dierdre Ran'^sbottom of Smeth¬ 
wick could be kept quiet, no doubt 
in consideration of a princely sum^ 
heh, heh. 

^anwhile the champers is 
perhaps not yet on ice to celebrate 
the non-announcement of a disengage¬ 
ment and so the weeding bills wnU 
probably not chime till the Springy 


when a not-so-young man's fancy 
might lightly turn to thoughts of 
polo with or without a hole in the 
middle and the Queen might very 
weU, or not as the case might be, 
call in desperation a groom from 
the royal stud farm and the nation 
can release its bated breath with 
a huge thigh of releil or relief, safe 
in the knowledge that the dynasty 
may or may not go on in the Mount- 
batten tradition which as bietory 
has already shown may or may not 
go On for ever however much the 
hoi-poUoi might be diverted from 
their real problems which really 
are really non-existent compared 
wdth the choosing of a royal bride. 

UP/YKS 



There Is going to be a party at 
Freedom on Saturday 
December 20th at about midday 
to which all reaefers of Freedom 
and their friends, enemies, 
distant relatives etcetera will 
be tolerated^ on condition that 
they come along In an amusing 
mO€3d with lots of 3 pirit(s)* 

This is nothing whatsoever to 
do with the events occurring 
five days later.^ __ 


Citizens Band Anarchy 


1 HAVE always believed that 
technology can be subversive. 
Technical changes occur faster 
than the Inefficient grinding on of 
State apparatus can keep up with. 

Who would have thought that In 
two years or so* a quarter of a 
million people would ignore the 
law - and go on to do their thing 
regardless. This is now the 
estimated number of illegal 
Citizens Band radio operators in 
Britain. 

B, radio grew rapidly in the 
U* S, A, and became a major net¬ 
work of totally spontaneous inter¬ 
communications between people. 
Although legalised there^ no 
amount of State monitoring could 
ever cope with the regulation and 
control of so many millions of 
users from teenagers to retired 
people, and Truckers to prosti¬ 
tutes plying a trade ‘qui the air'. 

The whole network, became a 
seif-regulatingi, or ^cybernetic' 
growth, with ail the fascliiation 
of Supra-state, or direct action 
Spontaneity in action. 

The pressure for such a con¬ 
vivial tool to Spread far and wide 
has resulted in at least 61 countries 
establlsbing a legal C. B, radio 
network for their peoples. The 
USSR is one, other Iron Curtain 
countries also have C,B,, most 
European countries allow it, but 
Britain does not. One attitude of 
the paternalistic authorities we 
have is the comment by Lord 
WeLls-Plestel, Minister of State 
in the Home Officer 'The Govern¬ 
ment must recognise the serious 
disadvantages of allowing large 
numbers of people to communicate 
with each other.' This amscing 


statement was a public one, it is 
a powerful argument for the view 
that we have a remarkably re¬ 
pressive Government underneath 
the 'kid-glove s' of the British 
State, 

But people have voted with their 
feet. Hundreds of thousands have 
not primarily broken the law - 
they have ignored it. Does this 
mean that thousands of Anarchists 
have now suddenly turned up? Of 
course not, but the wiliingness of 
all these people to see the folly of 
waiting like little iambs to the 
slaughter for the State to 'allow' 
them the freedom to communicate, 
and when people read the rubbish 
from public persons like the above 
quote, many may realise that ex¬ 
tension of the questioning to the 
whole apparatus of State oppression 
by law is really on the cards. 

What are Anarchists doing to move 
Into this fruitful area? Not very 
much from my viewpoint. The 
C,B,fira are rapidly forming Clubs 
with hundreds of me mbers 
These should be a fine source ot 
new members to the anarchist 
movement. It is remarkable how 
C. B,ers who perhaps have never 
heard of Anarchism in any of its 
guises, nevertheless immediately 
apply the fundamental character¬ 
istics. The State extracts fines 
up to £400 in successful prosecut¬ 
ions. The Mutual Aid networks 
of the C. B. clubs help pay these, 
and help offset the effects of the 
confiscation of the rigs. It costs 
the S tale up to £4, COO to carry 
through the case, so there is no 
hope that the eradication of the 
C. B, phenomenon can ever be 
achieved by legal State apparatus. 


The new 'breakers' coming onto 
the unofficial C. B. frequency at 
27 MHz is a much higher figure 
than the number of prosecutions. 

Gbe C.B.er, using his pseudo¬ 
nym 'Mack the Hack' has written, 
'So why does a 40 year old man 
with two teenage children and a 
big dog that will bite if anyone 
touches me or my property (HO 
warning) play with C, B, radio? 

Of course I am aware of the con¬ 
sequences if 1 get caught_ is 

it such a crime to modulate on 
27 MHz, what harm does it do ..... 
we have been told many times by 
the powers that be that it would 
never be legalised on 27 MHz. 

Did they not once say that we would 
never go to war against Germany, 
or that we would never be allowed 
to join the Common Market, or 
better still they said that women 
would never be allowed to vote 7' 

1 wonder If this 'C. B. Breaker' 
realises how near to our position 
these observations bring him? 

Aitogetlier the British State 
representatives, by their stone¬ 
walling attitude and paranoia have 
done Anarchism a potential ser¬ 
vice by introducing thousands and 
thousands of people to direct action, 
networking and the power of ig¬ 
noring the law. The pateinaUstic; 
and arrogant reaction on the part 
of these people in power, has yet 
again pointed up to their psychotic 
state of 'god-Iike decision making 
for other lesser mortals,' 

I suggest We give any ruutual 
support to this movement which 
would help to raise awareness 
that when freedom is taken with 
determination, the 'authorities’ 
can do little about it. Ultimately 
the derision in which these power 
hoggers will be held will hasten 
their 'withering away'. 

KEN SMITH 











6 FREETOM 



‘Helmoth’ 

SO hiELMOTriERS ^ you’insijt t^at 
i.Tl, if it 19 tQ >>av« any iubv6r«iv« 
value (and value can art ffjfiE- 

flflB if it is not suljversive ahould 
c&nsiBt primarily of a tov elation 
both to the artist and to the public 
and should consequently represent 
a Communicative event which sur 
passes the sterility of the cliche 
and th« pose, ^izarreneas or weird- 
neas of imagery cannot, as often 
happena^ he mechanistTcally correi - 
.atgd with intrusion of the surreal 

which manifeata itaelf above all in 

terms o/ the explosive impact of itn 
content. ' 

So why in the drawers tn the 
wastelands illustrated, by the dream 
are there the bones of burning atari 
illuminating the idle wind ? to name 
but a lew. 

Surrealism is th* corpse of a 
stillborn attempt to create a marv¬ 
ellous comcensation for daily mis¬ 
ery. Surrealists blasoned a}] the 
Tight filogana on tb* walls about 
seizing desire, re-creating creat¬ 
ivity etcetera etcetera and all ih^jr 
managed to create were a few pretty 
images as a ^int of the marvellous 
World of dreams realized. But wha: 
has it achieved? Wh*ro can it go 
from 1924? Nowhere i* the answer 
because it started in the wrong 
place. 

Yes we have dreams, yes we 
need dreams^ but from the e^epress- 
ion of dreams to th* realization of 
dreams is the vital step that the 
Surrealists in generalt and Melmoth 
in particular as a particularly dead 
example of it, can never make 
because they never tried to under- 
atand what is between expreQaion 
and resiization and why it ijn*t 
moving. The why and the what is 
fear , Melmothera, Something we 
are mofltly too scared to talk about. 

Melmothere, j want to know why 
I'm ecared of myself, [ want to know 
why l‘m scared of ether people, I 


want to know why X used to get out 
of bed and put my clothes on at 7. lu 
live mornings a week in the cold 
when every nerve in my body was 
screaming 'Get back to bed where 
you belong', and why I used to run 
for that stupid train to get to work 
without breakfast and why i didn't 
smash all thg machines in the fac¬ 
tory when I wanted to. 

1 want to know wHy. Melmothe rs, 
why am I afrafd? And once I know 
why then what do I do about it ? and 
your spectacular posturing and ex - 
C e fl S iv e p re - oc c up at ion W ith g urd 
images ad infinitum help me in (hat 
not one iota« 

riistory repeats itself, according 
to many well known plagiarists, 
first as tragedy and secondly as 
farce, 1924 was the tragedy because 
they missed the point. I9flv is 
Melmoth . 

D& 

Outdated 

Individnalist 

Dear ^Freedom 

Parker implies by a quote from 
Enzo Martucci, that the essential 
quality the distinguishing charac¬ 
teristic of anarchist thought is the 
emphasis it gives to discovering 
those paths of creative action 
'most useful for the realiiaiiou of 
the individual' {22 NoV, 19&J - 
p, 9]. Because Stirner is known 
for the s ingular cmphusiE he 
places upon the individual and 
his freedom to think and to act as 
he pleases ha can be regarded as 
an anarchist thinker. 

But what anarchists mean when 
they Speak about realizing the 
latent virtues and talents of 
individuals is not what Stirner 
means - 

^Vhat anarchists mean by this 
liberty for seK-expression and 
development was clearly stated by 
Bakunint 

Man Completely realizes his 
individual freedom as well as 
his personality only through 
the individuals who surround 
hun, and thanks only to the 
labor and the Collective power 
of society. Wit bout society 
he would surely remain the 
most stupid and the moat 
miserable among all the other 
ferocious beasts Society, 
far from decreasing his 
freedom, on the contrary 
Creates the individual freedom 
of all hum an be i ng s « 5 oc ie t y 


is the root the tree and 
liberty is its fruit. 

{from Sam Dolgoff, Ed., 
Bakunin on Anarchism 
Krw York 1972, p. 236) 

What Stirner means by liberty is 
obviously different than this. 

Parker, at one point, speaks of 
Slirner's advocacy of an 'anarchy 
ckf individuBls'. What can this 
no'tion mean? Ts it any more 
meaningful, or relevant to 
anarchiat&i than $tirner'e own 
notion of an 'association of egoiats'? 
I think not. 

Parker is quite right when he says 
that Stirne r^s 'anarchism Is 
thoroughly rndividualist ', But 
surely an approach that so neglects 
the collective element of anarchism 
must he rejected by proponents of 
an anarchist point of view today? 

No doubt Stirner has a certain 
place in what historians might 
regard as the 'anarchist tradition'. 
But how tan Parker quote with 
approval John CarroH'a claim that 
Stirner's ’brand of anarchism (is) 
the one most Congruent to today's 
situation' 7 

JIM COOK 

Canada 

Stirner’s 

Religion 

Dear Editors, 

In hig article on Stirner 
[EHEEDOM 22 November, 1980), 
S,E. Parker writes; 'Stirner 
reminds us that tha word "religious'^ 
Comes from a Latin word which 
means "to bind".' In fact^ 
derivation of th® word 'religious^ 
is Uncertain. It may come from 
another Latin word, meaning 'to 
gather togetherIf so, a truly 
religious person, is one whose 
energy is gathered together, not 
dissipated in conflict; a religious 
person is psychologically integrated, 
whole (the word 'holy' basically 
means whole), 

Stirner '9 teaching often seems 
religious in that sense, Tor 
example, defining the essential 
difference between the egoist and 
the nou-Bgoist, he writes: 

'You (the non-egoilt) Ctit your 
identity in two and exalt your 
"proper self", the spirit to he 
ruler of the paltrier remainder^ 
while h« (the egoist) will hear 
nothing of thig cutting In two. -.' 

Stirner, of course, always speaks 
of religion Contemptuously: but he 
Is referring to religion as society 













fflffiDOMy 


uqd^rBtajids It and ariinizcs it - 
which iSt indeed, a ^biiud'. 

S-£* Parh«r bvlcuigt to tha 
'permanent protest' school of 
inidiviiduatiat*anarch 1st thou^ht^ 
which views society as a permanent 
triballatlc tyranny, againat which 
a tiny tninarlty of exceptional 
people will be lorever struggling ta 
assert their separate individually 
ties, I doubt if that view is to be 
found Iti Stir nor. 

True, Stiruer was neither a 
Socialist nor an idealist. But he 
never ruled out the possibility that 
the integrated individual might, in 
the natural Course of events, bring 
about an. integrated world. 

StirpOr was, certainly, a rebel 
against the tyranny of tribal!Stic 
Society. Such a rebel feels hjin- 
self to be an outsider, alone, and 
is therefore apt to emphasize hli 
separate individuality, as Stirner 
did, But he may go on to discover 
the extraordinary fact that alona* 
no as basically means all * oneness * 
a pSycholoi.gical state in which, not 
only is there no Internal conflict, 
but th« barrier between oneself and 
the external world h^e disappeared* 

Given that state, human beings 
Could live in h^rntony without 
tyranny, Tribalistic society 
(which it always disintegrating 
anyway, social religion and 
morality being phoney), would 
finally dissolve, and the truly 
religious and moral sense of one^ 
ness would produce real integration. 

Stirner may have been making 
that extraordinary psychological 
discovery, S,E, Parker thinks 
there is no evidence to suppose so; 

I think there is. But, in any case, 
that discovery - which can only be 
made by the individual as such ^ 
now Seems essential for human 
survival, 

FRANCIS ELLINGHAM 

Bristol, 

Support 
Carl Harp 

Dear Friends, 

May IZ I979, while Confined 
in tho IVaebington State Penitentiary 
1 was denied all due process and 
administratively segregated 
PENDINQ criminel dlspasKlDn in 
a hostage taking ineJdent on May ‘i. 

19 T9 in the penitentiary, CH June 
IJ, I9at> all criminal charges were 
dismissed by the court at the 
request of the administration on 


the grounds in part that the matter 
could be haEtdled: on an institutional 
level administratively. I have had 
no due process concerning ths 
matter since and by law should he 
in the general population of the 
Washington State Penitentiary or 
any prison I'm confined in from 
Washington State If not in Washing¬ 
ton State, 1 have been found 
guilty of nothing institutionally and/ 
or criminaUy around the hostage 
taking incident, but am classified 
here as a threat Eo security due to 
the hostage taking incident in 
Washington State, Th* hostage 
taking incident ia moot by law on 
any institutional level due to the 
above Stated reasons and violation 
of time limitations institutionally 
in both Washington and California 
State, 1 cannot in any way be 
punished and/sr restricted for what 
does not legally exist and for what 
I have never been found guilty of^ 
legally or otherwise. My y^ry 
transfer to this prison is illegal 
for one of the reasons used to 
justify thf transfer was tbit threat 
to security. The other reason for 
this transfer was after over a 
year now^ still need protection from 
Washington State Correctional 
Officers^Staff they claim. It is 
also claimed I requested this 
transfer and that is a damned lie,. 
On May 9, 1979 1 publicly and 
officially requested Federal pro* 
tection and custody from Washing¬ 
ton State Correction Officials ^and 
Staff because I feared for my well 
being and life after exposing all tbe 
inhumanity and Injustice in the 
Washington State Penitentiary on 
May 9, 1979 and their part in it. 
Against my will I was transferred 
to this the mos t racist, gang*run, 
violent, unfit for human habitation 
death jrap in Amerikkka where the 
longer I'm here the chance* of my 
survival literally or otherwise 
dec reaae. First they beat me half 
to death and rape me with a. riot 
baton on July S, 1979* for May 9, 
1979 and other legal and/or politic¬ 
al Work 1 have done in prison then, 
they Send me here to be hurt again 
Serious or killed outright for it and 
for exposing the beating and rape 
job. Too hlghj but little or no 
Help Bo maybe thsy will succesd 
we'll see. Mote than a fsw people 
know this who should be doing 
something about it legally or 
otherwise yet are doing nothing. 

f don'll know how to handle this 
except try with what holp I've got 
to do something about it myself. 

I fear t and what help I have got is 
not enough, ]t^s so obvious what's 


going on and why* but it seems like 
nobody cares. When I'm killed or 
seriously hurt though they wiU 
make me tbeJr hero, tbelr martyr,^ 
and I don't want to be a Hero, a 
martyr - I just want to win, to live, 
for myself and others Hke me, for 
my friends and loved ones. Tbs 
lack of support ia License to murder 
In this case, and I request that all 
of you do whatever you can to the 
best of your ability to make waves, 
to save me. Needed are protest 
letters and petitions to everyone in 
creation you can think of, demon¬ 
strations If possible. Space in 
pubUcatlons, funds, etc. Struggle 
for/demand my outright release 
from prison or to at least stop 
tbis that is Happening and may 
happen. Thank you for your 
support in the past and preBent. 

I love you all. 

Love k Rage, 

CARL harp 

San Ouontln 


FUNDS 


DEriCir FUND 

Donations Received! Noveniber 
a7th - Dflcem^r IPtti JhcL 

Brest. Fruice. J.G, E.OOi 
Stirling. A.D. £D. &&; lb Shop. 
J,B, El. 00; B, BD,40; E, 
Grlustend, C,W, £0.50; 
Ulverston. J.M, £D, 50; Wolver- 
hampton. J.L. El. 50; J,K,W, 

BO.50; Canterbury. P,A, 00.50; 
St. Petersburg, U,S,A, J,K. 
^.10; London NW6. T,M, 

BO. 50; London SEIS. F,Y, 

Q.50; London SEIS. R,A,S, 

El, 50; Banstead. D,P, £D,Z2; 
Wolysrbaoipton, J, L, £1,50; 
J,K.W* e>,50; K,G, ES,00; 

TOTAL ^ £21,27 
Previously ackDiawls'dged-£L603,72 
TOTA L TO UATE>£ie24,9a 


PREMISES FUND 

Donations Received: November 
m - December HHh bcl. 

Wolverhampton, J,L, £2.00; 
LondoaNWe, T,M* £0,50; 
Woodbridge. C,S, £1.00; 

Londoa SEia, F,Y, ^.50; 
Wolverhampton. J. L. ^,00; 
H,G, E5,00; 

TOTAL = m.OO 
previouBly acknowledged^ £Bie.6T 
TOTAL TO DATE = £629,67 

















FREEDOMCCH^fTACTS 



a4AfmTscnxPSLsssiet- 

lonxvza 


Df«tFibut«:d in B Fit Ain 
A Oifttribiit ion t 
18Z Upper Is* 

lingtad, London Nl. 


AUSTRALIA 

Receorch ntvd R*AoVTC«a Centro 
toT Libertarian Politic« and Alt- 
oroativfl Lilestyleaj 7/355 North.-' 
more Avenue» Lynoham, A.C*T 
ZbUZ. 

Blech Raiiic Past offic* Box 23fij 
Darlinghurjt, NSW, 2010. 
Oiointegratari Pool Office Box 290* 
Bondi Junction, Sydney* 

Sydney Anarcho-Syndicalista* Jura 
Boohs Collective, 417 King St root. 
Newtown, NSW 2kr42* 

Libertarian Socialist Organisation* 
Post office Boat Mount Gravatt, 

Central, 4IZ2, Queensland. 

Self Management Organiaati on. 

Post Office Box 33Z, North Quay, 
Queens Land. 

Adelaide Anarchists, Poet Qffic® 

Box 126, Norwood. Sout^* Auatralia* 
La Trobe Libertarian Socialists* 
c/oSRC* La Trobe University, 
Bundoora* Victoria* 3683. 

Monasb Anarchist Society, c/o 
M ona a h Un ive r »ity, C layt on, 

Victoria* 5166* 

Libertarian Worker# for a Self 
Managed Society* Poet Office Box 
20, Parkvillo .Victoria* 3052* 
Chummy Fleming Bookshop, 26 
Regent Arcade, 2111 Toorah Road, 
South Yarra* Victoria, (Bookshop 
of the Libertarian Workers*] 
Freedom Collective, Post Office 
Box 14, Mount Hawthorn, Western 
Australia* 6l6i>i 

Libertarian Resource Centre, Post 
office Box 203, Premantle, Western 
Auatralia. 

Tasmania - c/o 34 Kennedy Street, 
Launceston* 7250. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Post Office Box 2042* Auckland. 

Odds & Sods 

Anarchist Parly - (Food Drink 
Music] Thursday 22nd January at 
7.4Spm at Livingstone House, 
Livingstone Road, London El^. 

50p in Aid of Breakout , 

Anarchism - Students' Role - A 
weekend conference on 28th Febr¬ 
uary 1981. For further details write 
to NELP Anarchist group, c/o Alan 
Leader. S*U* Office, Livingaloife 
House, Livingstone Road, London 
ElS. 

Friends and comrades iaterealed in 
re-formlDg the Scottish Libertarian 
Federation plea** contact Tayeide 
Anarchists as soon as po-stlble. 


Post Office Box ZZi 697, ChrlsE- 

c hurc h. 

Daybreak Bookehop, Poet Office Box 
5424. Dunedin. 

CANADA 

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G, 
Vancouver, B.C* 

Black Cat Press, Poet Office Box 
11261, Edm ont on, Albe rta. 

USA 

Malic ioue Hool ig ana [ant i -nuc lea r 
1116 W Zrtd Street* Tempe, Arizona* 
85281* 

Autanomia, Post Office Box 1751, 

San Francisco, California, 94101, 
Libertarian Anarchist C'Offeehouse* 
meetfl laat Sunday each Month at 
Cafe Commons, 3161 Mission 
Street, San Francisco- 
Soil of Liberty, Box 7056* Powder- 
horn Station, Minneapolis, 55407. 
Columbia Anarchlat League, Post 
Office Box 380, Culumbla, Mias- 
ouri, 65201. 

Libertarian Book Club, Box S42, 

GPO New York. 10012, 

SRAF/Free s pace Alternative U, 

339 Lafayette Street, New York 
City, ltL,l2, 

Houston SrAF, Sqiith Post Qak 
Station, Post Office Box 3S253, 
Houston, Texas, 77035* 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
Schwarzer GockleT[Black Cockerel), 
c/Q A Muller, Poitfacb 4523, 7500 
Karlsruhe. 

Graswurzel (Grass Roots) c/o W 
Hertle* Groaerschippsee 28* 21 
Hamburg 98. 

Sebwarrer Faden [Black Thread), 
Qbere WiebermarktsEr3, 741 
Reutlingon, 

Libertad Veriag* 6br Schmuck, 
Postfach 153, 1008 Berlin 44. 



On December 25th 1986 at 3.30pm 
there will be a SPECIAL broadcast 
to commemmorate the 336th anni¬ 
versary of the birth of Isaac New-^ 
Con, which you will be abl* to 
by tuning in to 93,OMHi FM. The 
broadcast will feature an alter¬ 
native Queen's speech, music , 
agit-prop etcetera of interest tg 
anarchs. The broadcast will only 
be heard in North London and you 
Won't find details in tha Radio 
Times. ,,,***, — ... 

/ 1 


AUSTRIA 

Liberte, Postfach $6, 1033 Wien. 
Monte Verita* Neuitiftgasse 33, 
lU70, Wiftn. 

FRANCE 

Federation anarchist* franoaite, 

145 rue A me lot, 75011 Paris, 
TelBph.^ne (33], L* 305 34 68. 

(Groups throughout France.] 

Union Anarchisto. 9 rue d* PAnge, 
63066 Clermont Ferrand. ' ' 

ITALY 

Aut oge stione, Case Ue pgs tale 1 7127, 
1-29100 Milano. 

GruppoHem Day, Giovanni T rapani, 
CP615y, Rama-Prati, 

HOLLAND 

De Vrije, Postbus 6193, Groningen* 
Anarchlstieie Bockhandel Slager- 
lieht (Anarchist Bookshop), Folk* 
ingestraat 10, Grgningen- 
DENMARK 

Aarhus:R*gnbuen Anarklst Rogcafe, 
Meijlgade 48, 8000 Aarhus. 
Copenhagen;Anarkistitk Begcafe, 
Rosenborggade 12* 1130 Kobenhavn K* 
Rainbow Anarchists of the Free City 
of Christiania, c/q Allan Anarchoi, 
Tlnghuset* Friitaden Christiania* 

14ti 7 Copenhagen* 

NORWAY 

Anorg, Hoxtedtv, 31fl* 1431 As. 

(publ is h ' F oik* bladt' qua rte rly *) 
SWEDEN 

SyndikBiist Forum* Tenstiernas 
Gata 51, 11631 Stockholm. 
Syndikalistiskt Forum (anarcho- 
syndicalist bookshop], Husagatans 
5, 41302 Gothenburg(tel 631 132594]. 
FINLAND 

Anarkistlryhma, t/o Terttu Pesonen, 
Neljas Llnja I4 D 83. 06539 Helsinki 
53. 


Alternative Wales and Information 
are Compiling an 'Alternallv* Wales 
DirecEory' that will fiat lota of ex¬ 
citing alternative type things that 
are happening in Wales. Th* address 
is Alternative Wales Information, 
Llwyn-cynhwyra, Cwmdu* Llandeilo, 
Dyfed* Wales- 


Snli Rates 

inland ,,,,,**.********.**£ 7 

OVERSEAS 
Surface mall 

Canada.**....***.... .Cf18 
USA,,,*..***********US $15 
Airmail 

Australasia, . * - *.£ 9 * 56 

Canada..* - - *, C$22.59 

Europe* .£3 

USA***_******- *$20 
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Sa¥acliol&Go 

UFE, DEATH & EXPLOSIONS 



This is a translation ol Havathol ^ Cla., ULustrations Isy 
Flavio Costantinit text by Pietro Favari, a large format 
txjok contatning many beautiful full colour lllustrailaaB. 
Published by Quadragono Libri if Is in. Italian, Available from 
Preedon^ Bookshop at £5.^5 ■* postage. 

Translation by Stelano and Gabiiella. 

The Illustrations we have used are from The Art of Anarchy 
published by Cienluegos Press. 
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Reuiew 



RAVACHOL lies on the o&d. Scattered around the Jlour, a 
hurricane lanipp crowdsrh and on the chair a revolver ; 
everythiQg thai a bari^lnr needs. While hie loverp MadeLieno 
Labret, brushes her hair^ Ravachol reads 'JUe Pire ptenard ' 
and 'The Wander in ^ Jew ' by Eugene Site. It was the wriimr-E"' 
of Eugene -Sue fhat'converted Ravachol in his youth a pract- 
Xsini'catholic, to anarchisnt. Francois Claudius Koentn^^steinp 
tRavachol was his mothef^s maiden name) was born In Saint 
ChaqnOnd in the province of the Loire, on ihc Hth October 
1859, his mother was French and his father Dutch, His 
childhood and adolescence could have been used as models 
for those of the characters of Sue, or other novels of which 
the working class literature of that time was full. The father 
a steel worker from Isseiut, the mother a silk spinner, the 
father who mistreated his wile and tlicn abandoned her In 
poverty with four children, the youngest only three months 
old, 

Francois Claudius spent his youth in the countryside work¬ 
ing as a shepherd- later he worked as an apprentice dyer. At 
around eighteen years of age the reading of The Wandering 
Jew' and some conferences of militant anarchists and coll' 
ectivists caused him to lose his religious faith and begin 
thinking about social problems. This book by Eugene Sue^ 
who Cramsci, in bis analysis of the popular novel, described 
as One of the first writers, along with Vieior Hugo, of the 
TeulUaton ^ - 'with an overt ideologicai/politicaj message', 
deeply Touched the young Ravachol. He will write in his mem¬ 
oirs: "Reading this book 1 began to hate the behaviour of 
Priests: I felt sorry for the two young girls and theidr comp¬ 
anion Dagoberto", 

What were the aspects of "The W anderlng Jew^ that made It 
the 'Livre de ehevet’ of the young worker 7 The plot is, ob¬ 
viously, as in every good novel, very com plicated. The heirs 
of the Renne^^t family must arrive at a house in Paris 
before midday the 13th February 1832 so as to hav^ the right 
to participate in the division of the Inheritance (eDormous 
of course! i:^f a Hugenot ancestor. Naturally the heirs belong 
to different social classes and ccine froni all over the world. 
Amongst them is a sincere Jesuit lulsslonary. The members 


of his order;, however, use all manner of cunning and evil 
means In an attempt to make the other heirs disappear, so as 
to pass the entire inheritance onto their brother who has 
already promised his part to the order. Two of the heirs, the 
Indian prince DjiJma and Adriana Di CardovlUe, a rich and 
beautiful warn an, fall in love and are pushed into commitlng 
Suicide. The worker Jaques dies an alcohololc^ The Indust- 
rinllst Hardy dies in his burning factory. The two orphans 
and their com pan ion Dsgoberto, are drawn, by their spirit 
of charity. Into a hospital for cholera victJji^s and themselves 
die from the faml disease, Rodin too dies, the evUdesuit who 
planned it all, poisoned by the emissary of a powerful and 
exotic Secret Society, the Indian ThugeeS, dedicated to ass¬ 
assinations^ Gabriele, the honest Jesuit luLssuiiary, upon 
discovering the abominable misdeeds of his brothers, des¬ 
troys the box containing the precious Inheritance. 'Deus ex 
M achlna" of the whole affair is, naturallyj the wandering Jew, 
and his companion, who besides mysteriosly helping the hiers 
of the distressed family, symbolises also the working class 
iutd the oppressed mlnorttlss. Even though it is full of those 
fine democratic senUmauts '48 of which Gramacl speaks, 
the book does not escape the quicksands of the melodramatic 
'lieuilleton', 'lanuoyant’, consolatory, so in the ftnal analysis 
it is pra vaieutly cathartic. 

At the same time Ravachol began to read the anarebist 
periodicals, 'Le FroLetaiie’, 'Le Citoyen de Paris' and In 
later years, ' Le P£re Pelnar d^ancI 'X.a fievolia'which comp¬ 
leted, with more detuled poDtlcal theory, the formation of 
his political convictions , which up until then had becni arr¬ 
ived at intultvely from personal experience and the romantic. 
Sentimental messages of those novels. 'Le PBre Pei nard' 
was written completely In 'argot' which gave ii a powerful 
penetrating force with regard to its working class readers, 
seiling 20, DQO copies an Issue. This is how the editor^ the 
anarchist Emile Pouget, presented himself In the first issued 
'What a joke! Look at me here trying to be a JouriialistH How 
did it happen? I'll quickly fell you. It had been quite a while 
that lots of ideas had been filling my head; this tormented me 
50 much I couldn't even sleep. To sec this stomach-turning 
"fin de sleek' where all Is faiser corrupt and criminai, look¬ 
ing On with my mouth shut at all these swindles, Christ! 1 
couldn’t stand myself ] ft made my blood boll to see those 
government pigs fattening themselves on our Sweat, of those 
'good' people there isn't one worth anything« In the House» 
from the extreme right to the extreme left, they are nothing 
but a bunch of animals who Sit around warming their chairs... 
Let's be clear, In my role as edltorT don't expect me to write 
like those idiots of the Aoademy.,. But those who slave in 
factories and workshops, all those who sweat biood, and how 
much they sweat, wlU understand me. The language I am 
using is lAnguage of the people. To be understood by the 
good people ^ that's all 1 w'ant, I couldn't caie less about the 
rest. ■ 

With this direct prose, Emile Poi^t attacked the ludiclary, 
the army, the financial scandals, the social In Rustle es, the 
bureaucracy. Parliament, and sociailst reformers. 'If Pi re 
FainareP was also Illustrated with satirical cartoons^ the 
graphic tradition of which can be found in some of Costantlni's 
work. 

The periodical, 'La Re volte ' was very dtfferenl calmer, it 
wasn't Only meant as an agitational news-sheet but also as an 
Instrument of political and philoBophlcaJ: analysis. 'La Revoltje' 
boasted of its iHustrious contributors, £ Usee Reclus and 
Prince t^ropotkln, it even had a literary supplement. The 
editor in chief was Jean Grave, originally a cobbler, l^r a 
printer^ finally a joumaiist and anarchist writer^, as well as 
the author of two books^ ' Les aventurefi de Nona' ia 1901, 
and ' Terre Llbre ’in ISOB, in which he describes two utopias 
in edifying terms. The first is a childrens book. Mono, a nine 
year old boy falls asleep and dreams of living in the land of 
'Autonctny ' where education is very important, taught in 
schools run by the pupils. The second is for young people, 
describing a libertarian commune created by a group of exited 
political refugees on an island, where they find that they have 
to confront all the problems that arise when coupling anarchist 
theory with the building of a new society, and the dangers of 
failing into authoritarianifim. Most impoTtant is the debate 
amongst the 'Freeworlders' about the administration of 
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tice, whether to introduce n Judiciary System and punishment^ 
and what to do with thieves and those who refuse to work or 
accept the mieB ot the communtty. Jean Grave comments, 
Mok oilen than not, U not always, these conlliots showed 


their roots to be firmly planted in the remains of their bourge*- 
olB education and social structure of the other world, frcm 
which, even if their ideas had evolved, they had not yet been 
able to completely free themselves! 


nRST GRIHIN&L INITIATIVES 

BETWEEN times of work, Ravaohof alternated with ever 
Longer perioda of unemployment. So as not to starve to death, 
the family Soon got used to stealing chickens in the 000011^'- 
side around Saint-Chamond, until he found work in Saint- 
EUenne, where the whoie family then transtered Itself. Jh his 
spare time, Sundays, for live fraacs> he'd go and play the 
accordion in workers cjubs, hnitatlng the style of the anar¬ 
chist poet Cilestln, known in the Saint-Etienne ^ Poresi 
region as ^the brutal one', he'd sing social baUads, amoigaL 
which this parody of the M arsie 11asse . 


Litierte, Egaliife, Fratemiife. 


F%il della stesBa patria. 

Non Bentlte quests voce, 

Che grida aRa Dcmocrasia, 
AUanni cOntro la - 

- BorghoBia? 
Cocnbattiamo per- 

-rindJpendensa 
E* la sant' llhertA, 

Con la Blorzo della nostra - 

- potenza 

Trasformiamo la societi^ 
Per restabliiire - 

- I'Egualianza 
Pieno dev^o^sere 11 cuore - 

- di colie ra, 

Ridurre 1 borgheBi In - ' 

- polvere 
AUora invece d^aver- 

- la guerra, 

Avremo la FrgteUanza. 
Perche, blsogna su questa- 

- terra 

Tradirci, quando dovremmo 

Am arc! tudi come Iralelll? 

I uostrl padroni ci dlvidano, 
Scaoeiamo questl cap! - 
-I autorilarl, 

Flort di odlo e di InjuStiaia, 
Popolo, abbatlamo ie 

- frontlere 

Al grido: Viva L'Eguallanza' 


Children of your fatherland, 

Do you not hear this voice. 

That shouts to democracy, 
warnings, against the - 

‘ bourgeoisie? 
Let US light for independence 

And, glorious freedom. 

With the strength of our [>ower. 

Let us change this society. 

To bring bach equality 

The heart must be full of - 
-anger, 

To crush the tiourgeolsle into- 
- duet 

Then, Instead of having war, 

We can have brotherhood. 

Why, on this earth muflt we 

Betray eachother, when we - 
-should 

LO%'e each other as brothers? 
CKir masters divide us. 
l^t us drive out these - 

-authoritarian rulers, 
Bom of hatred and injustice, 
People^ let us break down ihe- 
- frontiers 

To the cry of ‘Long live - 

e quality L 


Besides playing the accordion and writng songs, and due to 
long periods out of work, EavachoL began his career as an 
outlaw in Salnt-Etlenne: bootlegger, forger, and even mur¬ 
derer when he killed a rich old Scrooge during a robbery; a 
member of a religious sect the 'Beghlni' who had am massed a 
large fortune from coUocted alms. 'In Search of a way to sur¬ 
vive, and have a bit of money left at the end of the day, and 
certainly not to live in luxury and hoard gold' as hs writes la 
hsi memoirs, Ravnchol dedicated hhuseif ccxnpletely to crime. 
As if obeying Max S timer's theory that, '0»ly through crime 
can the individual destroy the power of the stateL 



The picture shows a robbery that tcMik place in March 1S91 
at La CS(e, a suburb of Saint-Etienne, in the suonmer res¬ 
idence of the sisters Louise and Jenny Loy, Before leaving the 
villa Ravachol collects the dining'room chairs, covers them 
with petrol and sets fire to the house. His actions take on an 
allegorical meaning. The destrucUoo of the Viennese straw 
chairs, taken out of the dining rooiu, becomes a symbol of 
the destruction of bourgeolD values by the anarchist individu^' 
alistn On the floor, tseneath the totem of chairs, the broken 
image of Saint Francois de Sales. Another symbol. The re- 
jectlou of his catholic education, his childhood and youth. 
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TWO MOt^TUS lAter, on the night of the 14- iSth May I&Bl 
R^vachol adds a new, and to a certain sense^ imaginative^ 
misdeed to hie colkctlon. Having dlBcovered that in the 
cemetery of Saint Jean-fionnefond, near Salht-Etienne, the 
Baroittss Rocietaill^e had been buried six months earlier, 
presumably along with ail her jewels^ he decided to steal thetn 
by breaking Into the tomb. Having removed the tomb stone 
without anyone nolleit^, despite the noise caused by the 
falling slabs, and- 'Beeing that I could continue my work un- 
interupted'- Ravachol recounts in hie memoirs, - "I iumi^ed 
down and broke the metal rings surrounding the coffin with a 
pair of pliers. After managlr^ to break the lid 1 found a sec-^ 
ond coffin of lead which I broke <^:}pen without any difficulty. 

'I had brought with me a nurricane lamp chat went out before 
I'd maniiged to finish the job. I climbed out to look for eome 
dry flowers and faded wreaths with which 1 could st&n e fire 
In the tomb and make sonie Light,' And he continues in the 
same style as the novels be read as a youth. 'The cadaver was 
beginning to decompose,. 1 couldn^t find the armji, eo I triad 
to undress the corpse and found many little packets oq its 
st[;xnitch which I picked up and threw on the floor.They were 
everywhere, and after finishing this job, I e^camlned the hands, 
neck and arms, but didn't find s Single jewel. Finding nothing 
and almosL suffocating due to the smoke frxMi the flowers and 
wreaths, I left the tomb and walked out of the cemetery through 
a door that could only be opened from the inside,' 

Ravachol had let himself be tricked by the grandiose maus¬ 
oleums that the ’tin de sieclo' bourgeoisie had buUt In ihe 
cemotris^s so as to show their wealthy even if behind tha marble 
tombs and within the coffins of expensive wood one did not 
find the family jewels, but at the most b wooden Scapular, 

The cemetries wore at their most splendid during the 
'Belle Epoque'. The merchant and industrialist bourgeoisie 
seemed determined to erect as many monunnents as there 
were family tonid;-s, to the glory of their wealth and Ideology. 
Ldoking at the mausaleum sculptures of the end of the nine¬ 
teenth century one realises that they are monuments that 
Seem to negate aliegbry while wistfully trying to copy reality. 
The statues that represent - the-deceased-on-his^deHth-bed- 
surrounded-by- his- loved- one s, the- Inconsolable -widow- In- 
her-m ou rnhog-clothes, the-orph an-In-a-childs-Sailor-suit, 
the broken-hearted-relative, to oiio side of the Lminediete 
family, all of them life slze^ never lar^r or smaller^ the 
faces and bodies sculpted indulgently, showing their age, often 
advanced, blemishes (to the extent of showing details of warts) 
the clothes represented in nnarble with obsessive enre and 
attention to deteil, golhg so far as to show the weft and type 
of material, so as to be able to tell the difference between 
velvet and cloth. The skill Of the sculptor was not measured 
by his ability to represent the sorrows of death but rather in 
his ability to reconstruct, lace, jewels, bowler hats, leggings, 
ribbonst bows, hair s^les, veils, tears. Everything,that Is, 
which shows their social standing even Infront of sorrow. But 
infect this exact and exasperating attention to detail Lends 
itself to allegory, pertaining to, as the epitaphs prove, qua! - 
itles of hard work, good business sense, solidity, parsimony, 
the ability to increase Ihe families capital, In one word, money. 


Sometimes within the nuclear bourgeois family oLt^r, trad¬ 
itional allegoric efemonts are added. 'Sorrow', 'Pity% Death', 
'Autgels', but their presence is neve r disturbing. They are 
allagorlefi that have the same household feature a and probably 
the SBme Origins as the bidtcmi caryatids who eclectically 
hold up the doors of palaces. Their expressLons, wUhout having 
to bri^ Eros and Thantes Into it, rather than evincing some 
ToetaphyslcBl pain, resemble ones of post-coital exhaustlan. 








ReiAew 




13 


A 

DYNAMITER 

IN 

PARIS 


AFTER THE deeecrattoD oi Ufe Barojioas Roci^taillee's 
tomb Kavachol was arrested for the mureter, during a burg¬ 
lary, of the rich Old scrooge. He managed to escaiK while 
being taiten ba jaU, running two kllomete res with hie hands 
manaeled. He finally left Saint-Etienne with one laet the at- 
rkaJ act, a fake ^kide, in an attempt to put the police off 
following him. This eonskteci of throwing all his clotl^e into 
the river Rodano and leaving a note; "Com racks, not wanting 
to give pleasure to the bourgeois judiciary^ and tired of seeli:^ 
other comrades victkilsed or my bahaU, I have tkchkd to end 
it all. My oiiiy regret is at not having been abk to save the old 
Scrooges money so that Others could use it In tl» ^fvke of 
the cause. Signed: Ravachol.' 

Ravachol now dead, Lton Ijtger Is born With this alias 
RavachoL moved to Paris. 

Q^Mayda>' 1S91, after cottfrontations between the police anci 
ajinrchista, the Organisors of the demonstration were arrested, 
tkeamps, Dardare, and LeveiilCr who each received maximum 
sentences(after the Jury had saked for the minimum}. Tlie 
court was presided over by J'jdge Benoit and the sentence 
upheld by the deputy pTklic prosecutor of the Republic Bulot, 
two names that the snarchlsts would not forget, 

The Patislan debut of Leon Liger came as the organiser of 
the anarchist vendetta against these two representatives of 
Jaw and Order. On the Hth. M a ich L^on tiger,, along with 
his accomplices, including a wgman vrlvj hid the bomb under 
her Skirt so as to pass the La Chappelie' checkpoint, arrived 
at 13G Boulevard St* Germain, entered without anybody being 
suspicious, due to his good clothes and demenour, top-hat, 
suede gloves. 'redingote’, walking slick and Havaruia cigar, 
iWith which to light the fuse*) Not Jinowing which floor of the 
building the judge lived on he stopped on the second and lit the 
fuse of his crude home made bontb. which consisted of a 
smelting pot filled with about SO sticks of dynamite and bits of 
broken me is I which would fly out in aU directions? when the 
bomb exploded. There w^as 40, 000 francs of damage done and 
one pereon was injured* not Jjdge Benoit however who st the 
time was out to lunch* 

On Ibth. March, with the police ^tilJ not knowing who to 
suspect, the informer X^SD, Specialised in infiltrating the 
anarchist movement, sent a roporl to the prefecture, 
revealing:^Yesterday, the iSth, * correspondent X29D had 
occasion to go to Saint-Denis square, Thiers 12* the house 
of Chauniatin, where during a converfiation with this persons 
wife, who Seemed somewhat the worse for drink, learnt the 
foilQwlng; The attempted assavination at the Boulevard 
S tlnt-Germ aln was carried out by Chaumartin, his wife* and 
a cousin of theirs, so far Jttvown only as Ulon I/ger Uvl^ in 
SiJnt-Denls, where there should also be the bemb making 
liboratory.* 

'Be patient, be prudent* I am the Only person to whom these 
facts have been mads known and if I were to be Suspected, 
their revenge would be terrible*,,' 

Not heeding this warning the police imntediately arrested 
the an complices of Lion Liger/Rsvachol* and he was the only 
one to escape. So, on his own, he carried out the second 
attempt: On the 2.?th, March he took a throe-horse-bus, 
direction BatignolleS, got off at 'rue de Clichy' and went to 
No.SS, Sulot's home. Ifl/ell dressed as ever he had hidden, in 



a Smart Leather bag, 12Q sticks of dynamile, more than twice 
as much as before, and the damage and the casualties were 
proportionately greater, ^ 170, OOD franca worth of dajuage arut 
seven people wounded) But again the intended victim* Bulot* 
was not amongst those hurt, this time on the bourgeoisk^ 

was Scared: the houses of magistraies and policemen were 
avoided for fear of futher attempts. The newspapers took li up 
with the govemnicnt, 'France has fallen Into the hands of 
IncapableS'- ’Le Gaujois"- ' who arc no moro able to defend 
themselves from enemies within than from the negroes of 
Dahontey'* 'Le Figaro ' published a po>em on these eventsr 


Hflvacnol, chi conosce RavachoJ, Ravachoi, who knows 

Ravachol? 

Who knows what he's made of? 
Is he a being, a myth, a m^? 


cm sa conLC e fatto? 

B un esserS, e un mlto, e un- 
-uonio? 

Si trovo ii Reggenle. si troya- 
- il h*ogol* 

Ll ruuliio* lo 2 a,ffiro, si sexiona. 

-ancoo una tarmac 
Si.trova totlo. si trova anche- 
-la dinamite. 

^^a iiessuno sa dove irovare- 
-Ravachol. 


Regents ran be foimd, ihe - 
-tlie Mogui* 

Rubles, sapphires, moths - 
- can be dissected 
Everything can be found - 
-even dynamite* 
But no-one can find Ravachol. 


The anarchists lo the tune of 'Carmagnole answered: 

"Danse, dynaniHel 
rianse, danse vile! 

Dansons et chanlonS 
Dynamitons, dynamitons: 

The spy received a 75f> franc bonus and hO franca for 
expenses. Ravachol sent a message: 'Ji doesn’t end here, 1 am 
Daddy-Lite-purge r, pharuiaclst of huinanity, Bee you eoon, 
your servant, the Assassin. 
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THE ABGHITECI'UKE OF THE STATE 


Nnvy'Quiiy No. 2, He St. Denis. A long thin Istwid that div¬ 
ides iim Seiiie into two large amis, traversed In its entirety 
by nBval docks. Today It is an Industrial area, wharehoiises, 
moorings for boats, a little furtber north the Marches aux 
Puces and some suburban boulevards. When Ravachol lived in 
the area^ De-St. Denis was still frequented by Impressionists, 
altracisd by the acenery and tranquUity and its old inns. Cos- 
tuitlni's painting shows Eavschol as he crosses the St.Denis 
bridge. The coinpie?t structure of the bridge, sn e^iiampie of 
the style of metal architecture that typDisd the biiildlng piro- 
gresE sf the Second Empire, is one oi the mononnehfta that the 
paleo-bourgeoisle were erecting to themselves. A symbolical 
juxtaposition, Ravachol, alone In his anarchist individualism, 
and beneath him a symbol of the society he was fightijig againstt 

That archItedure ehouM become one of the most obvious 
and long lasting represcntatlona of power, as well as techno¬ 
logical prepress, had been the case since the days of Nap¬ 
oleon m ; when Victor Delta rd finished the buUdlag of the 
M erhets in the Hailes in 18^8, Napoleon himself Insisted that 
the metat structures of the interior as well as the exterior be 
leD visible, not so much due to a sincere love of its constr¬ 
uction, but as a monument to exalt the technological possib¬ 
ilities of the material.ln order to exploit It as much as poss^ 
ible he employed It in the construction of all public buildings 
destined lor cocnmercial or financial use, wb&rcver there wgs 
a public to show them to. And so the re Sprung up an architec¬ 
ture in the style of Jules Verne, the first exam pies of which 
were the tower blocks {tt« first was the DonM arche buljt in 
leYfl by Eiffel and Boiieau). Symbols of the modern economy 
and the protoconSuUsm predicted by Zola:'ll ne restait, au- 
dela du grande murmure de vente^ qua le sentimenL d'un Paris 
ImmenBe, d'una immcnslEe qul toujour6 foumiralt dos achel- 
eu^s^ The new Louvre and the reading rooms of the Biblo- 
teque National were completed, the stations of Paris and 
canals were built. The miracles of production were exalted in 
those farcical periodic celebrations, the World Fairs. It was 
for the one in 1089 that Eiffel built hie SOOentr towe^tighesi 
building in the world till the Empire State Building) which 
supposedly represents the 'hyperbolic' use of the building 
material. Totally meaningless in technical and structural 
teJons, ^It is enough to realise, for example, that those four 
great arches at the base are totally useless, supporting no 
weight, they are hung from befuns which they pretend to bold 
up.) Infact it represents, with its curves and arbitary shapes, 
and decorative ribbons entwined in Its structure, the umbil¬ 
ical link with the imminent explosion of Art Nouveau. Wten 
the tower was linaDy completed, the press and the public 
never stopped Showing their amazement at 'Something urex- 
[lected, lantastlc^ that flatters our own smallness', luring its 
constnjction however, the Owners of house s nearby started 
legal proceedings, because, fearing its collapse^ nobody 
would rent any of their property anymore. Not to mention Lite 
intellectuals and artists who,in an open letter that appeared in 
Tempes 'of the Idth February 130Y, ferociously attacked 
'the useless and monstrous tower" as an unbearable offence to 
the face of Paris* Maupassant, Meissonnier* Gamier, Goiuioud, 
Sardou, Leconte de Lisle and Zola are Some of the names that 
appeared as signatories,, who protested 'the Eiffel Tower, 
which not even comtnerclallEt Ame rica would waiit, is the 
dishonour of Pajis.., and for twenty years we will see 
Lengthening the hated Ink-stain of a shadow of the hated tower 
of nuts and bolts*' Who knows how they would have reacted 
to the'Tower'souvenire made up as pepper grinders, 
therinonietors, barometers, or under a snow storm in a Uttle 
glass ball: 

Other examples, less inoffensive and more organised than 
the naive ostentatfeuanicss of the Toirer, had been put into 
practice a few years earlier by Baron Haussniann, Prefect 
of Napoleon JH. Owen and Fourier;, la line with the birth of 
socialist ideas, had put forward town planning proposals, 

'with H human face'^, that took Into account the needs of the 
working claas* The ^cleansing fire' of Hsuasmann, with the 
excuse of cleaning up the town and modl^ing tbe building 
programme to cope with the increased population (which in 


itself would have been a modern and IndispcnevblE re¬ 
ordering of public services), was actually a plan to make the 
suppression of any street revolution and barricading easier. 

With the bididing of the enourmouis boulevards the bourgaoisfe 
satisfied their own ambitions and Strengthened their systems 
of defence. 'The inetltutlonE of the material and ^Irltual 
dominattofi of the bouigeoisfe'] wrote Denjacnia, 'were bound 
to find their apotheosis in being surrounded by these enor¬ 
mous road networks. Certain avenues 'were covered before 
their inauguration so as to be uncovered like nlonLlmeutB^ 
Livipg in a beautiful neighbouThood, walking down the avenues 
past a Line of beautiful houses, maybe horse riding in the 
'Bois', whose wide pavements were Imtlt for just that. What 
does it matter if 'behind^ these houses there is a Blum or if 
on each side of Uiese arteries there are stUL areas of no 
sanitation, that the rents continue to rise, pushing the pro¬ 
letariat Out into the suburbs, 'The worst of the littie streets 
and alleyways disappeared, with tJte mutual congratulatiur. of 
the bourgeoisie for whom it was s great success, only to 
immediately reappear somewliere elte, often in the same 
ncighlKnirhood^ (Engels, 'The question of the housing probfem*) 
Ae for their anti-barricade and counter-revolutionary 
functions one could see the results in l0?l, when the Kauss- 
maim method' lielped in crushing the commuiuirds: it being 
harder to build the barricades given the great width of the 
txjulevards, while making it caster to destroy them with an 
'heroic' charge of cavalry* a few fusilades, or a direct hit 
wUh a cannon firing down a nice straight IUk. 

Reassured by these antl-guer ilia measures, the bourgeoiste' 
could allow itself evenings of pleasure at the 'Gpera', fell 
once Riore, a sort of wedding cake monument, Lavishly stec- 
oraied on the outside so as to stand out in the monochrome 
panorama of the city. And all the tnterloT, throughout tl* 
onournjQus salons* the dining roorry the foyer, repeating the 
message of luxury* of sumptuousness, of plenty. All in aU 
a 'parvenu' Style of architecture. 

"This Sentence refers to a painting not reproduced here. 
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ARREST 

AND EXECUTION 


AFTER the attempt ai. the house of the public prosecutor, 

Bvlot, RavachoL went to have lunch at the 'Ri^orante 
on the Botikvard Magenta. A waiter by tiie name of Lherot 
was coKiplainlrn? to a CliBtOTner about a oerlod that he had 
Spent in the army. In a regiment of Zouaves. Ravachol took 
the opportunity to continue, this lime In a somewhat more 
subdued way, the propajranda that he had just initiated some¬ 
what noisily, tryine to convert tlte young man to anarchism, 
who by compLalng about the army seemed to be a potential 
recruit. Ui^rot however remained unimpressed hy the argu- 
ntents of that strange customer, Wlien, three days later, 
Ravachol returned to the retaurajtt, Lherot, who recognised 
him from the description given In the papers an the dynamiter 
wanted by the police, immediately called the nearest police 
station. It took ten ujen, thepolice and some passe rbys 
seconded as voluntary deputies, to arrest RnvachcL, poss^ed 
at he was with the strength of a cornered animal.Comniisioner 
Djneshr maicb famous by the capture of tM ^lerrible anarchist' 
was Immediaieiy thrown out of the restaurant by the owner 
who feared reprisals, while his secretary handed In his 
resignation at the first opportunity. 

^La Revolted of Jean Grave, went on to propose that the 
judiciary should be added to the category of unhealthy and 
daji^erous professions. Another anarchist news-sheet 
'L'Agitateur" , to confuse the issue, put out a notice that the 
police had not arrested the real Ravachol, but a double, as it 
was impossible that a man of his strength, and. cunning could 
have fallen so stupidly into such a trap. An anarchist bomb 
destroyed the 'Ristorante Very^ (.'this proves It' wrote 
Pcrc P^inard' l on the eve of the trial, that began on the 
26th. of April in front of the court of asslsa of the Seine in 
a palace of Justice conxpleteiy surro^ded by police^ 

Ravachol was condemned to hard labour for life. During 
the trial he declared, 'anarchy wants to make of society a 
large family where the weakest is protected by all the rest, 
where the common good would be l^ld by all, and everyone 
could eat as much as they needed. My Intentions were to spread 
terrorism SO as to make Society take a more careful look at 
those who suffer. Those who try us as crlmlnalB mre wrong, 
we are nothing other the defenders of the oppressed, 

I HAVE S PQKEN \ ^ 

Two months later, at Montbrison, the court of assise of 
the Loire held the trial of Ravachol for the murder of the 
Scrooge of Chambles, of a Landowner and hie maid near 
Saint^ChamOnd, and a mother and daughter in Salnt-EUenne, 
as well as the desccratloD of the tomb of Baroness Rochat- 
BiUea. Ravachol was found guilty of the desecration and the 
murder of the oM Scrooge. 


The court condemned him to death. jail the guards were 
ordered to watch him day and night after whlfh they gave a 
report which began:'The undermentioned, known as Ravachol, 
after having eaten with good appetite, spoke to us in this way, 
'Gentlemen, 1 have the habit, wherever 1 find myself, of 
making propaganda. Do you know what Anarchy Is?', to this 
question we replied, 'No', 

Another police document describes the CJiecution at 
Francois Claudius Krjelnlngslein, known as Ravachol, anar¬ 
chist and terrorist: 

742fl7 - Justice wa6 carried out this morning at ^.OSam. 
without any incident or demonstration. He was weiken at 
3.4fiain. The condemned man refused the visit of the chaplain 
and told mi that he had no statement to make. At first pa^ 

BJid trecabLlng, he Immediately showed cynicism and exas- 
peration when at the foot of the guillotine just before the 
execution, la a raucous voice be Shouted some blasphemous 
and revolt lug obcenltiss, Ha did not utter the word 'anarchy' 
and, when already under the blade he gave his last shout, 

5716 2U07 45B4, (which In the police code corresponds to 
'Vive la rlpublique', infact Ravachol only had time to shout 

'Vive la r€. _’ which was obviously the beginning of 'Vive 

la revolutionMThe most absolute calm reigned over the city. 
Report follows. 

This is how 'Le P^re Peinard' paid homage to the anarchist; 

LA RAVACHOLe - to the tune of 'La Carmagnole' and of 
'Ca Ira'. 


Keiia gran citta' ol Parigi 
Cl sono i grass! borghnst 
Ci sono L povoracct 
Che Iran la pancia vuota; 
kia quern hanno 1 oenti lunghl 

Viva il Buon, viva 11 suon, 

h,a quelll hanno dantl lunghl, 

V iva il suon 
Deli" esplosionl 
Chorus 

Baiilamo la Ravachole, 

Viva 11 Suon, viva il six>n, 

fialiiamo la Ravachole, 

Viva il Suon dell' esplasfon: 

Ah, ca Ira ca ira ca ira, 

1 boighesi gusteran la bomna 

Ah, ca ira ea ira ca ira, 

Tulti 1 burgnesl fanera Saltar 

Farem saltar I 


in the big city ol paria 
There are the fat bourgeolse 
There are the poor 
Who have amply Stomachs; 
But those an? Long in the- 
-tooth 

Long live the noise, long - 
-live the noise, 
Rut those are long in the- 
-tooth, 

Long live the noise 
Of the explosion 
Chorus 

Lets dajiee the Ravachote, 
Long live the noise, long- 
-Liva the Doise, 
Lets dance the Ravachole, 
Long live tha noise of the- 
- explosion: 
An, this will be, will be, - 
-will be, 

The bourgeoise will tasta- 
-the bomb 
Ah, this will be, will be- 
-will be. 

We will blow up ail Ihe- 
-bourge Oise 
We will blow them up; 


ANARCHY 

CONTINUES 

THE terror that came over Raris following the bombs ol 
Ravachol was not destined to abate with the execution of the 
anarchist. 

The period between Decentber IBdJ and June 1894 saw an 
Impressive series of bombings. They were the last flames 
ol what was called 'propaganda by the deed', of individualist 
and terrorist anarchy. After which moat anarchiats chose 
the path of revolutionary syndfcalism, general strikes 
Instead of terrorism. 



T&E 9th of December 1893, at the Chamber of Depuflea there 
is a mcetlhg lUtfl tmny ottura. At 4 pm an enormoufi ex- 
plaaton blows up both public and parliamentarians. After 
the Smoke ha4 cleared teas of wounded were left lylag on the 
ground. Twenty minutes Later the president of the Chamber, 
Charles I>upy, uttered the famous phrase, 'Gentlemen the 
seseion continues.' Amongst the wounded is also tlie insti¬ 
gator of the bombing^ Auguste Vaillant, he is thirty-one and 
lust back in France from A rgentina, Where he had gone as a 
sort of anarchist missionary to the people of the Chaco 
region. An experience that ended in bitter disillusionment 
after three years:, the natives had Shown themseIves to be 
too brutalised by the exploitation by whlto colonialists to be 
Introduced to the anarchist propaganda and philosophical 
debate argued by Valllant. Back in his country be finds the 
power of the bourgeoisie at a low point In its credibility due 
to the 'panama scandal' and decides to hit at its most repre¬ 
sentative institution. 'Tired of living this disgoeting and 
Suffering lifb, I have brought the bomb' - he would declare 
at hlB trial - 'imongst those who are most to blame for 
society's ills. The eJ^loslon of my bomb is not only the cry 
of the rebel 'VaiUant, but also, more thitn anything, the shout 
of a class that will avenge its rights and that soon will 
follow words with aetton.' Sut the power of the bourgeoisie 
avenged itself by sending the anarchist to the guillotine, 
though he had killed no one. 



arrogant mass that always goes out on th» side of the strong¬ 
est, habitual customers of the Termilnus and other p Laces 
like it. That is why 1 attacked the crowd without choosing a 
victim. 

Emile Henry, declared guilty suid condemned to death was 
guillotined on 21 May l£D4. 



TO avenge ValUant there would be an anarchist of a very 
different history. Son of a communard, a bourgeois back- 
ground, a more Uian ciever student, with a promising cB-reer 
ahead of him, Henry refused to be integrated with bourgeois 
society, disgusted by hypocrisy, opportunism and social 
Injustice. As vlctlnis of his vendetta he chose those of the 
social class that he had rejected, the petit bourgeoisie. 

The 12th of February 1^83, the cafe Terminus at it In the 
evening, full as usual with bourgeois wishing to enjoy tnem- 
selveS listening to music, Henry sitting at a table amongst 
them ordered a beer and a cigar: when he decides that the 
room is full enough he uses tine c%ar to light the bomb that 
he then throws amongst them; tens of wounded, one dead. 
Henry escapes by pretending to be chasing the assassin but 
is recognised by several people. The chase ends in rue de 
Rome where he manages to Shoot a civil guardsman who was 
about to hit him with his sword, before being arrested. 

VaHlant chose to aim at the institution that beet represented 
the power of the bourgeoisie. Why then did Henry choose such 
an anonymous place, casual and not instituUonal? 'Why? It is 
very easy' answered Henry at the trial, 'Did not the tourg- 
eolsie a group of anarchists out of every blade of grass? 

One man only, VallUnt, nine tenths of the comrades did not 
even know him. But of this , no account was taken. There 
were massive persecutions, AH those who had iinka with an¬ 
archism were persecuted. Okay: if you choose to make 
responelble a group for the actions of one man, and attack 
them all, then we too will attack all. Maybe we Should aim 
only at those deputies who made the laws against us. thu 
jnc%es that apply those laws, or the policemen that arrest us. 
No I don't think so. All these men are only metruments. 

Seeing as they don't react for themselves, and their mandates 
were instliuted by the bourgeoisie tor their own defence; they 
are no more guilty than the rest. The good bourgeois, without 
taking on any duty, ringing up the profits of their obligationB, 
who live as parasites on the goods produced hy the workers, 
it is exactly those that must have their share of the retaHa- 
Uon. And not only them but all the others who ara happy with 
this state of affaire, who approve^ satisfied, of the decisions 
of government and so become accomplices, those 'workers' 
who take home 300-300 francs a month and who hate the 
people even more than the haute bourgeoisie^ this dull and 


Sante J Caserio 

As well as Henry, Vaiilant had another avenger, Santi 
Jerome Caserio, a twenty-one year old Italian baker's app¬ 
rentice, exiJed in France to avoid mUltary service. The 24th 
June 1894, tlie presideni of the French Republic, Sadi Carnot 
Went on an official visit to Lyon, on the occasion of a world 
lair. In the late afternoon Carnot left the Palace of Commerce 
where he tad just attended a hanQuet, in order td go to the 
theatre for a gala performance in his honour. When the pro¬ 
cession reached the top of Bourse Square, a young man 
broke away from the crowd and Jumped on the running board 
of the carriage as 11 holding out a gift, instead he took out of 
his Jacket a dagger wrapped in a copy of the newspaper 'Lyon 
Republlcain' and stabbed Camot, who died soon after. The 
assassination of the President, who wae much loved by the 
French, started off a wave of anti-Italian feeiing. In Paris 
crowds of demonstrators demanded a declaration of war 
against Italy. In Alarsellle a ship carrying 700 Italian imm¬ 
igrants en route to South America was attacked by the mob 
and forced to raise anchor. Italian shops were looted every¬ 
where. As lor Caserio. he was executed on 16th August 
after having spent the entire period from arrest to trial in a 
strait-jacket. 

Georges Etievant 

C0(NDB>>NEI> to live years jail for complicity, With Rava- 
choL in a robbery of sticks of {fynaniile, and again condemn¬ 
ed for various articles written In anarchist newspapers alter 
having finished the first sentence, Etievant went underground. 
Having decided to fiuieh It ail, during the night of 13-19th 
January 1893 he broke into the police station on rue Berzelius 
at Batlgnollus, he stabbed the watohinan and an oHlcer. Over¬ 
powered he was locked In a celU without the terrified police¬ 
men having remembered to search him. He took Out his gun 
and from between Uia bars started shooting at the off leers, 
wounding One before the commissionaire managed to make 
him put his gun down, 

Georges Etievant was condemned to death but the sentence 
was commuted to hard labour for Hie, He died in a penal 
colony a few years later. 













